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Nature’s Beating Heart
On behalf of the Guyana Tourism Authority, I wish to welcome you to Guyana. I first set foot
in this wonderful country as a visiting researcher almost two decades ago. Within a few
days I was on a small plane, flying deep into the interior, where the rainforest stretched as
far as I could see in all directions. From that day forward I was entranced by Guyana’s vibrant
cultures, open savannahs, and endless forests, teeming with wildlife and intersected by great
rivers. I had grown up thinking places like this were gone forever. I never wanted to leave - so I
returned, year after year. Even now, I feel the same thrill of adventure every time I go back.
SAVE (Scientific, Academic, Volunteer and Educational) travel is driven by the desire to
have close interaction with the nature, culture and people of a destination while advancing
knowledge and contributing to the enhancement of the host country. I have long felt that
Guyana has tremendous potential to develop strong mutualistic relationships in this realm.
As an ornithologist, I have taken great pride in training and advising Guyanese students
and young professionals, and watching them pursue successful careers. In turn, I have
been humbled by the phenomenal field skills and depth of knowledge of my indigenous
companions deep in Guyana’s interior. My adventures with them have profoundly impacted my
thinking about ecology and conservation. They have made me a better observer and a better
scientist.
With this guide, we hope to expand the connections between Guyana’s travel hosts and
SAVE travel groups, to achieve mutual benefit through positive educational and economic
outcomes. We first introduce you to Guyana’s natural landscapes, ecosystems, Protected
Areas, and extraordinary biodiversity. We then highlight various SAVE experiences and profile
Guyanese hosts and organisations that are eager to partner with SAVE travel groups. Finally,
we provide comprehensive information on research permitting, logistics and travel planning.
It was my pleasure to develop this guide with the Guyana Tourism Authority. We now invite
you to explore the Guyana I have been blessed to know - South America’s best kept secret,
where researchers, students and volunteers can experience tropical nature at its finest.

Brian J. O’Shea, PhD
North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences
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What is SAVE Travel?
SAVE travel is a growing market comprised of four segments.
The characteristics of the segments are:

Scientific:
Travel for scientific purposes,
knowledge advancement and
general science interest

Academic:
Travel for learning activities
for credit in formal degree
programmes

Volunteer:
Travel to participate in activities
that will contribute to the
betterment of society

Educational:
Travel for personal gratification
and growth and gaining
knowledge rather than academic
credit or scientific research

Birding with John and Hugh © Hugh Hough

With its tremendous biodiversity, unspoiled natural

The Guyana Tourism Authority is a semi-autonomous

landscapes, and rich mix of cultures, Guyana is

governmental organisation responsible for developing

an ideal SAVE Travel destination – and one that is

and promoting sustainable tourism in Guyana through

just beginning to be discovered. Sustainability is a

collaboration with sister agencies and the tourism

way of life in Guyana, and SAVE travel presents a

private sector in order to maximise local socio-

major opportunity for the Guyana tourism sector to

economic and conservation outcomes and improve

advance the government’s long-standing strategic

the visitors’ experience.

goal to transition to a green economy. Guyana has
the natural, cultural and human assets and many

We are here to help you and the organisation you

strong and dedicated partners that want to support

represent get involved in SAVE travel. Read on for

the development of the SAVE travel market. Your

more information or contact us directly at

involvement can and will make a difference.

info@guyanatourism.com or call +(592)219-0092.
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Experience the beauty
of the Guiana Shield

Guyana: The Land of
Many Waters

Blanketed in dense greenery and nourished by mighty

In the heart of this wild region is Guyana, a former

rivers, the Guiana Shield sprawls across northeastern

British colony covering 215,000 square kilometres of

South America between the Orinoco and Amazon

ancient forests, vast savannahs, and mist-shrouded

Rivers. This vast expanse is one of Earth’s last great

mountains. Known as the Land of Many Waters,

regions of tropical wilderness, and is home to

Guyana remains unvisited by many outsiders, despite

thousands of plant and animal species, many of them

having some of the most intact and spectacular

found nowhere else. Some of the planet’s most iconic

natural landscapes in South America. Water is the

wildlife - jaguars, Harpy Eagles, spider monkeys, and

lifeblood of Guyana. The many rivers draining the

more – still thrives in this interconnected ecosystem.

interior rise and fall with the seasons, shaping
the distributions of organisms and providing vital

In a world beset by conflict over increasingly scarce

sustenance for coastal and interior people alike.

resources, the Guiana Shield offers spiritual renewal:
abundant wildlife; rivers flush with clean, fresh water;

With most of the country’s population concentrated

and vibrant cultures. Its low human population density

along the coast, Guyana has remained remarkably

and sparse infrastructure have helped to preserve a

free of industrial development and pollution. More

truly wild landscape, one still free of many pressures

than 80% of the country’s vegetation remains in a

of the modern world. From the coastal mangroves to

natural state. Nine groups of Indigenous Peoples have

the flat-topped mountains of the Pantepui, the thrill of

occupied Guyana’s interior regions for thousands

wilderness adventure beckons both researchers and

of years, cultivating a close relationship with the

casual travelers alike..

forests and savannahs that sustain them. Guyana’s
rich biodiversity, dramatic landscapes, and friendly,
English-speaking people together offer a dazzling
diversity of natural and cultural experiences.
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GUYANA’S DIVERSE LANDSCAPE
Guyana can be divided into four broad natural regions:

DESTINATIONS MAP
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Coastal Plain (Low Coastal Plain and
Hilly Sand & Clay). Guyana’s coastal
plain is the youngest region, geologically
speaking, encompassing the coastal
lowlands (Low Coastal Plain) and the
Hilly Sand and Clay region a bit further
inland. Here is where the great rivers –
Essequibo, Demerara, Berbice, Corentyne
– drain into the Atlantic and mix into the
offshore Guiana Current, which carries
rich sediments northwestward from
the mouth of the Amazon and deposits
them along Guyana’s coast. Near the
coastline, fertile soils support sugarcane
and rice production, especially east of
the Essequibo River. To the northwest,
the coastal plain is dominated by coastal
swamp forest and marshes grading into
extensive mangroves and sandy beaches
where sea turtles nest. Overall, the coastal
plain is a dynamic landscape presenting
a mosaic of habitats that reflects the
interplay of geology and human forces.

Coastal Area & Seawall © Pete Oxford

Lowland Interior Forests. Moving inland
from the Hilly Sand and Clay region of
the Coastal Plain, rich river sediments
and white sands yield to the red laterite
characteristic of the Guiana Shield. This
ancient formation features some of the
oldest exposed soils on Earth and supports
magnificent forests stretching to the
horizon. Rivers, not roads, are the highways
of this great wilderness where the full
glory of Guyana’s biodiversity is on display.
Sometimes termed the “Highland Forested
Region”, the majority of Guyana’s rainforest
lies below 300 metres – a lush, humid
ecosystem where more than 800 species
of birds, 900 fish, 200 mammals, and 1000
species of trees have been identified. Many
of Guyana’s “giants” – arapaima, jaguar,

Giant river otter eating fish in North Rupununi © Pete Oxford

Harpy Eagle, giant otter, and more - make
their homes here.
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Highland Forest. Situated in Regions 7 and 8,

Interior Savannahs. Southwestern Guyana is

Guyana’s Pakaraima Mountains are the epicenter of

dominated by a grassland ecosystem, the Rupununi

endemism, home to many plants and animals found

savannah, divided into northern and southern regions

only in the highlands of the Guiana Shield. Covering

by the forested Kanuku Mountains. The Rupununi is a

the westernmost portion of the country, the highland

wild, open landscape, where giant anteaters wander,

landscape is punctuated by remnants of the ancient

jaguars find refuge in dense bush islands, and cattle

Roraima Formation, which persist today as flat-topped

roam freely over the savannahs. Indigenous Makushi

mountains (tepuis) with vertical sides, towering to

and Wapishana people live in scattered settlements

2000 metres or more, some so inaccessible that they

on the savannah and in the Kanukus, where they tend

remain unvisited by scientists to this day. The gateway

farms and harvest products from the forest. More than

to the highlands is Kaieteur National Park, Amazonia’s

elsewhere in Guyana, the Rupununi is transformed by

oldest protected area, featuring the 226-metre

seasonal change. During the rainy season, rivers swell

Kaieteur Falls, the world’s highest single-drop

and the savannahs fill with water, attracting throngs of

waterfall. Although not as dramatic as the Pakaraimas,

birds and providing ample habitat for fish to spawn. As

other highland areas include the Iwokrama Mountains

the waters recede in the dry season, the land becomes

in central Guyana and the Akari range on the country’s

very dry and some rivers stop flowing entirely, and

southern border. Some of the plants and animals

grass fires are a common sight.

typical of higher elevations in the Pakaraimas are also
found here.

River Landscape © David DiGregorio
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Guyana’s Extraordinary
WHY DO RESEARCH IN GUYANA?
Top ten reasons to conduct research in Guyana:

Intact rainforest The Guiana Shield is one of
the last great regions of intact
tropical forest remaining
on Earth. More than 80% of
Guyana’s territory is forested.
In Guyana, you can study the
forest ecosystem, not simply
what’s left of it.

Friendly, positive,
resourceful people Whether you are a longtime
researcher or a traveler
passing through, you will
always feel at home and
among good friends.

English-speaking Sharing a common
language with your
hosts and field
companions adds
profoundly to the
experience and
fosters enduring
relationships

Clean water More than 15% of the
world’s fresh water
flows through
Guyana’s rivers, all of
them blessed with
intact forest at the
headwaters, benefiting
everyone downstream.

Benign climate - Guyana is
always warm and usually
sunny, with cool mornings
and evenings, and is out of
the path of hurricanes.

Wealth of indigenous
knowledge - The Indigenous
Peoples have inhabited
Guyana for millenia, and
are the premier stewards
of its natural wealth. Their
skills and knowledge are
unsurpassed.

Diverse
ecosystems Mist-shrouded
mountaintops,
deep lowland
rainforest, open
savannah, and
everything in
between.

Abundant wildlife Top predators, large
herbivores, and species
often persecuted
elsewhere thrive in
Guyana’s immense
mosaic of forests and
rivers. Guyana is unrivaled
as a place where the
“giants” - anteaters,
eagles, arapaima,
armadillos, otters,
jaguars, anacondas - can
all be encountered with
relative frequency.
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Outstanding biodiversity
– Guyana is home to
thousands of plant and
animal species, with more
always being discovered
and described.

True wilderness adventure
- A trip to Guyana’s interior
location allows you to
unplug and escape from
civilization, living by the
cadence of the sun and the
seasons. As the natural
world shrinks, Guyana still
feels limitless.

Its wild expanses of rainforest and
savannah inspire the adventurer in
any scientist. To work in Guyana
is to immerse oneself in the
natural rhythms of a place where
civilization is but a distant
thought; where one will drift
to sleep in a hammock to the
mesmerising roar of a group
of howler monkeys in the
distance; where trail cameras
will reveal that animals, some
rarely seen, are often tantalisingly
close by. In this wilderness,
companions become fast friends,
and any expedition, no matter how
short, produces enduring memories.
There is truly no better setting to experience
the wonders of the Neotropical rainforest.
Guyana owes much of its splendid nature to the

animals are large-bodied herbivores and carnivores

relative isolation of its interior. Although indigenous

that influence the distribution of important tree

people have occupied the land for millennia, European

species and control the populations of smaller

settlement rarely penetrated far inland from the

animals. They include a number of true giants such

coastal plantations established in the seventeenth

as the arapaima, the world’s largest freshwater

and eighteenth centuries. Today, 90% of Guyana’s

fish; the jaguar, the largest cat in the Americas; and

population lives on the coastal plain between the

the Harpy Eagle, the most powerful of the world’s

Essequibo and Corentyne Rivers, and just one

birds of prey. Amazonia’s largest land mammal, the

road crosses the country’s interior, leaving many

lowland tapir, remains common in Guyana’s forests

communities accessible only by boat or aircraft.

and is the primary disperser of large-seeded trees;

Settlement along many of Guyana’s rivers has been

these dominant canopy species make an outsize

stymied by large rapids which make boat travel

contribution to forest carbon stocks. Swimming

hazardous. In combination, these factors have helped

alongside the arapaima in Guyana’s rivers, the giant

Guyana retain an exceptionally high percentage of

otter is the longest member of the weasel family in the

forest cover for a tropical country.

world, and can often be found living close to human
settlements. Although spotting many of Guyana’s

With most of its forest intact and relatively

giants requires some luck, they are nevertheless more

inaccessible, Guyana is a vital refuge for animal

common here than they are in more densely populated

species that have declined due to unsustainable

areas of the Neotropics, and chances of seeing them

hunting elsewhere in their ranges. Many of these

are generally good.
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KEY PILLARS OF
RESEARCH IN GUYANA
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Guianan Cock-of-the-Rock © FotoNatura

PLANTS
Guyana supports tremendous
plant diversity - more than 8000
plant species, from savanna
grasses to towering rainforest
giants, can be found within its
borders. The ecological, cultural
and economic importance of this
hyper diverse flora is impossible
to overstate. Plants define
ecosystems and forest types,
determining the distributions of
the myriad animals that depend
on them. Guyana’s forests are a
national treasure, with almost
1000 species of trees providing
everything from building materials
to food to medicine. The
indigenous people of Guyana’s
interior were the first to develop
uses for these plants, and their
knowledge of Guyana’s plant
diversity is truly astounding.
Many plant species in Guyana are
endemic to the Guiana Shield,
particularly in the highlands, where
the majority of plants are found
nowhere else on Earth.

FISH
Guyana’s rivers support an
astonishing diversity of freshwater
fish -more than 800 species, many
of which occur only in Guyana.
The upper Mazaruni, in Guyana’s
highlands, features the highest
concentration of endemic fish
species (70%) in South America
and perhaps the world. Equally
exciting is the number of recent
discoveries – no fewer than 32 fish
species from Guyana have been
described as new to science within
the past decade alone! Guyana’s
fish diversity can be traced to
its position at the heart of the
connection between the rivers of
the Guiana Shield and those of
the Amazon Basin, whose waters
intermingle in the Rupununi during
the rainy season. Guyana’s clean
rivers retain healthy populations
of many large food fish, a critical
source of protein for indigenous
communities. Along the coast,
great mangrove forests provide an
important nursery for the young of
many marine fishes.
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REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS
Guyana’s isolated highlands,
lowland rainforests, and savannahs
– and the transition zones among
them – create a vast mosaic of
habitats that supports more
than 330 species of reptiles and
amphibians, many of them globally
endangered. This diversity alone
is impressive, but the endemism
of Guyana’s herpetofauna is
unparalleled - almost one-half of
species are endemic to the Guiana
Shield, and 21 species have been
recently described as new to
science. The highlands in particular
are of great interest, having played
an important role in the evolution
of diversity for this group.
Guyana’s sand beaches are critical
nesting grounds for endangered
sea turtles.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
BIRDS
More than 820 bird species
are known to occur in Guyana,
roughly equivalent to the number
of species found in the US and
Canada combined. Approximately
75 of Guyana’s bird species
are considered endemic to
the Guiana Shield. Thirty-nine
species are listed on the IUCN
Red List, of which 10 are listed as
Vulnerable or Endangered, and
two – Rio Branco Antbird and
Hoary-throated Spinetail – are
Critically Endangered. Guyana’s
intact ecosystems offer safe
haven for many of these species.
Guyana’s avifauna features healthy
populations of guans, curassows,
and trumpeters, all of which
are highly sensitive to hunting
pressure and have declined in
more fragmented forest regions
elsewhere. Parrot diversity in
Guyana is impressive as well,
with 28 species known to occur
in the country; Karasabai, in the
southern Pakaraima region, is
perhaps the best place on Earth to
see the endangered Sun Parakeet.
Large birds of prey, including the
massive Harpy Eagle, are also
comparatively easy to see in
Guyana. The nutrient-rich mudflats
along Guyana’s coastline are a
renowned stopover and wintering
area for migratory shorebirds that
breed above the Arctic Circle.

MAMMALS
Guyana features more than
double the mammal diversity of
the United Kingdom in a slightly
smaller area. Of the 228 species
recorded in the country to date,
31 are endemic to the Guiana
Shield, and three – the Pakaraima
mouse opossum, Guianan broadnosed bat, and Fenton’s mastiff
bat – have been newly described to
science in just the past six years.
The Iwokrama Forest has one of
the most diverse bat faunas in
the world: 90 species have been
documented there, a number
exceeded only by the much larger
Manu National Park in Peru.
Guyana is a haven for cats and
primates, many of which maintain
healthier populations here than
elsewhere in their ranges where
forests have been fragmented
by urban and agricultural
development. Six species of cats
can be found in Guyana, including
Guyana’s national animal, the
jaguar, whose tracks and sign are
still a common sight throughout
the country. Guyana’s forests
support eight species of monkeys,
including the black spider monkey,
a wide-ranging species that is a
critical seed disperser of rainforest
trees and an important indicator of
intact forest.
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The Indigenous peoples have
resided in present-day Guyana for
millennia, with nine indigenous
groups - Akawaio, Arekuna, Arawak
(Lokono), Makushi, Wapishana
(Wapichan), Patamona, Wai Wai,
Warrau, and Carib (Karinya) constituting the majority of people
living in Guyana’s interior today.
Most of Guyana’s indigenous
people live in scattered villages in
the Rupununi savannah and along
rivers elsewhere in the country.
Highland villages are more remote,
with some accessible only by
air. Each village has a governing
council and maintains the rights to
manage resources on surrounding
lands, as well as access by visitors.
Many indigenous households
mainly practice shifting agriculture
and grow cassava, fruits and
vegetables on small farms. They
are masterful fishermen and
hunters who maintain a deep
respect for the natural systems
upon which they depend for
sustenance. Indigenous people
were Guyana’s first scientists,
whose wisdom long preceded
modern medicine and ecology.
Their extraordinarily keen
awareness and unsurpassed
knowledge of the plants and
animals around them, coupled
with their deep understanding of
local communities and traditions,
make them essential members of
any research team.

GUYANA’S PROTECTED AREAS
Guyana’s National Protected
Areas System (NPAS) was
formalised with the passage of
the Protected Areas Act in 2011,
and today includes five protected
areas covering more than eight
percent of Guyana’s territory.
All protected areas in the NPAS
are IUCN Category VI Managed
Resource Protected Areas,
managed to support biodiversity
conservation, sustainable
resource use to meet the needs
of the local population, and
livelihood development.
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Overlooking the rainforest © Ian Craddock

Shell Beach
Created in 2011, Shell Beach stretches over more
than 120 kilometers of beach and mudflat in Guyana’s
North West (Region 1 – Barima Waini), and includes
the largest expanse of coastal mangrove forest
remaining in Guyana. The reserve itself is almost four
times the size of Barbados (123,055 hectares), and
encompasses a range of habitats immediately inland
from the coastal sand beach, including mixed swamp
forests and savannah wetlands. Almond Beach, at the
center of Shell Beach Protected Area, is best known as
a nesting site for endangered sea turtles: leatherback,
green, olive ridley, and hawksbill turtles all come

Jaguar © FotoNatura

ashore to lay their eggs here, with the peak season
from February through July. Shell Beach Protected
Area is also home to more than 200 species of birds,

Konashen Community-Owned Conservation Area

as well as manatee, tapir and jaguar. The extensive

Sprawling across the far southern end of Guyana

mangrove forests are crucial nurseries for a wide

and encompassing the headwaters of the mighty

variety of fishes. Arawak, Carib, and Warrau people

Essequibo River, the massive Konashen (Konashan)

from eleven neighboring villages harvest fish, timber

Community-Owned Conservation Area is the largest,

and palm fruits from the reserve, and are key players

newest, and most remote reserve in the NPAS.

in the sustainable management of these resources.

Konashen is managed by the indigenous Wai Wai, who

Access to Shell Beach is by air through Santa Rosa or

have held absolute title to the 650,000-hectare reserve

by boat from Charity.

since 2004 and who rely almost exclusively on the land
for food and building materials. The Wai Wai are expert

Kaieteur National Park

craftsmen and hunters and possess deep knowledge

The stunning Kaieteur Falls is Guyana’s most famous

of the forest around them, a knowledge that guides

natural feature, and the park surrounding it is the

their careful management of Konashen’s resources.

Amazon region’s oldest protected area, established

The effects of this exemplary stewardship are evident

in 1929 during British colonial rule. Located along the

– wildlife and fish remain abundant at Konashen,

escarpment of the Potaro Plateau, just about an hour’s

and the reserve contains Guyana’s largest stand of

flight from Georgetown, Kaieteur National Park truly is

Brazil nut trees. Konashen is embedded within a vast

the gateway to Guyana’s highlands: here one can find

expanse of lowland rainforest; at its southern edge,

species like the golden rocket frog, found nowhere

the Akarai Mountains rise to almost 1200 meters,

else on Earth, offering a tantalising first glimpse of the

forming a spine along the border with Brazil, and

highland region’s endemic fauna. Kaieteur National

supporting premontane forest. This elevational

Park’s 62,700-hectare expanse includes a variety of

gradient is partly responsible for the spectacular

habitats: premontane forest and rock savannah on

biodiversity in the reserve: a 2006 biological survey

the plateau, and taller rainforest as one descends the

recorded almost 900 species of animals, including

trail to Tukeit, along the Potaro River below the falls.

many new to science. Access to Konashen is by air

Access to Kaieteur National Park is by air, or, for the

from Georgetown, or by land via Parabara (this may

adventurous, over land via Mahdia and Tukeit.

take one week or more).
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Iwokrama Canopy Walkway © David DiGregorio

Iwokrama Rainforest Reserve

Hunting and mining are prohibited in Iwokrama. Due

The Iwokrama International Centre for Rainforest

to the presence of the Linden-Lethem road, Iwokrama

Conservation and Development is a unique reserve

is the most accessible large protected area in Guyana;

covering 371,000 hectares in the heart of Guyana’s

access is also possible by air via Fairview – Iwokrama

interior. Established in 1996 under a joint mandate from

Aerodrome, located in the village of Fair View, the only

the Government of Guyana and the Commonwealth

community within the reserve.

Secretariat, Iwokrama is managed by an international
board of trustees with the mission to balance

Kanuku Mountains

economic use of the forest with conservation. The

The Kanuku Mountains rise imposingly from the

eastern boundary of Iwokrama follows the Essequibo

Rupununi savannahs, straddling the Amazon and

River, where the majestic forest is shaped by the

Atlantic watersheds in the heart of Region Nine

seasonal rise and fall of the mighty river’s waters.

(Upper Takutu – Upper Essequibo). Extending

Habitats elsewhere in the reserve include terre firme

from near Lethem eastward to the Rewa River, the

rainforest, scrub on white sand, and a limited extent

Kanuku Mountains Protected Area covers 611,000

of premontane forest. The reserve’s acreage is evenly

hectares of lowland rainforest, meandering rivers,

divided between Sustainable Use Areas, within which

and rugged terrain ascending to almost 1000 metres.

selective timber harvesting is done, and Wilderness

Renowned for its high biodiversity and abundant

Preserves. The Linden-Lethem road, Guyana’s main

wildlife, the Kanuku Mountains Protected Area also

transportation artery into the interior, passes through

provides sustenance for 21 Makushi and Wapishana

the reserve. Iwokrama’s flora and fauna is perhaps the

communities mostly located on the savannahs just

best known of any large protected area in Guyana,

outside the reserve’s boundary; their traditional farms

thanks to a thriving research station which has served

are a characteristic feature of this area. The Rupununi

as a base for more than 12 years of baseline studies.

River flows northward through the reserve, dividing

These studies have revealed remarkable diversity,

the Kanukus into eastern and western ranges. Access

including nearly 500 species of birds and healthy

to Kanuku Mountains Protected Area is by land or boat

populations of parrots, tapir, primates, and jaguar.

from the surrounding communities.

| 14 |

The following agencies and private operators are eager to work
with researchers and other SAVE Travel groups.
Please contact the Guyana Tourism Authority for
more information on any hosts that are listed herein.
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Mobai Pond pads and boat © David DiGregorio

CAIMAN HOUSE / RUPUNUNI LEARNERS
Caiman House is a dynamic lodge and research station
located in the north Rupununi village of Yupukari. For
years, it has served as a base for long-term studies of
iconic wildlife species including black caiman, yellowspotted Amazon river turtle, and jaguar. In partnership
with the Rupununi Learners Foundation, Caiman
House has supported numerous research projects
and community initiatives aimed at creating local
employment, increasing knowledge of biodiversity, and
raising awareness of conservation. The lodge is fully

Caiman House

integrated into village life and supports a thriving public
library and craft operation.

Amenities: The Caiman House Field Station and
Natural Highlights: Yupukari is located along the

Guesthouse features seven rooms accommodating up

Rupununi River, just north of the Kanuku Mountains.

to 14 persons, with hammock space for several more,

The northern Rupununi region is renowned for its

and shared bathroom facilities. Meals are served in

tremendous biodiversity. A base at Caiman House

a central main building. The public library serves as a

offers easy access to open savanna, gallery forests, and

meeting and training space. Mapari Wilderness Camp

riverine habitats supporting giant otters, black caiman,

features a large covered area (65x18 ft) with hammock

and hundreds of species of fish. Caiman House is an

space for 12 persons, a dining platform and pit toilets.

ideal jumping-off point for trips into the Kanukus. The
newly established Mapari Wilderness Camp, operated

Facilities/Equipment: Four aluminum boats (15-hp

by a local community member, is nestled far up a clear

outboards) seating 4-8 people each; 4WD vehicles and

creek deep in the mountains and is a great base from

additional boats available through local partners. Full

which to explore the Kanukus’ rugged terrain.

staff of drivers, cooks, and guides available on-site.
Library has A/V equipment (projector, whiteboard).

Access: Caiman House can be reached by road from

24-hour solar and backup generator power; limited

Annai or Lethem (2-3 hours), or by chartered aircraft to

internet access. Mapari has generator power and no

Karanambu (30 minutes from Yupukari).

internet access.

Mapari Wilderness Camp
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Weighing a black caiman in the caiman tagging process

Caiman House

Living at an eco-lodge in a remote village in South

Email: Caiman House: rli.delenelawrence19@gmail.com

America makes you feel like you are a part of

Website: http://www.rupununilearners.org

something that could truly change the world in terms
of sustainability. It sparked my interest to travel more,

Mapari Wilderness Camp
Email: guyanatrulywild@gmail.com

learn more, and ultimately return back to Guyana.

Website: https://www.mapariwildernesscamp.com

Jennifer Bucolo, B.S. Sociology and
Environmental Science, Lesley University
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GUYANA FORESTRY COMMISSION (GFC)							
The Guyana Forestry Commission develops and
monitors standards for forest sector operations,
develops and implements forest protection and
conservation strategies, facilitates and oversees
research, and provides support and guidance for
education and training in the forestry sector. The
GFC operates a constellation of reserves, arboreta,
and training centers that are available for use by
researchers and student groups. The GFC reserves
were key sites for some of the first long-term studies of
Guyana’s forests, which generated a wealth of baseline
information on the country’s biodiversity. The GFC
is eager to leverage its resources to support further
research and new SAVE travel initiatives.
Rainforest © Guyana Forestry Commission

GFC Reserves: The GFC reserve system includes 11
separate parcels, totaling almost 18,000 hectares, in
the Essequibo, Demerara and Berbice drainages. The

Amenities: Moraballi has a staff building with room

largest and oldest of these reserves is Moraballi, which

for up to eight people in hammocks or beds (no linens

features a mix of logged and unlogged forest plots

or nets), a kitchen space (no wares or stove), bath

along the right bank of the Essequibo River, about one

and toilets. Researchers using the Mabura Hill reserve

hour upriver from Bartica. The Pibiri and Mabura Hill

typically stay in nearby Mabura Township, but access

Reserves, located near Mabura just off the Linden-

can be arranged to use a private guesthouse closer

Lethem highway, were established by Tropenbos

to the reserve. Pibiri has only a camp frame with a

Guyana in 1989 and have since had their flora and

capacity for 8-10. Yarrowcabra has covered space for up

fauna thoroughly documented in dozens of scientific

to 100 people in hammocks, a kitchen area (no wares

papers and books. The Yarrowkabra Reserve provides

or stove), bath and toilets, and a meeting space for

a spacious training facility in the white-sand forest/

training.

savannah belt, close to Georgetown and ideal for
Facilities/Equipment: There are no vehicles or boats

student groups.

available in any of the GFC reserves, and all currently
Access: The GFC reserves are quite easily accessible by

lack internet access. Electricity is available at Moraballi

road. Yarrowkabra is reached from the Linden-Soesdyke

(solar) and Yarrowkabra (generator). Visitors to the

Highway, less than one hour from Georgetown;

reserves are advised to bring all kitchen needs, food,

Moraballi, Pibiri and Mabura Hill are all 4-6 hours from

fuel, tarpaulins, and power supplies they may need

Georgetown. Moraballi can be reached from Linden

during their visit.

via the Rockstone road, whereas Pibiri and Mabura Hill
are situated close to the Linden-Lethem highway. Each

Contact: https://www.forestry.gov.gy/contact-us

of the reserves has a network of trails and 4x4 tracks

Email: forestrygy@gmail.com

within its boundaries.

Website: https://www.forestry.gov.gy
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IWOKRAMA INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR
RAINFOREST CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 					

Iwokrama River Lodge © Alex Arjoon

Iwokrama’s mission is to promote the conservation and

Mountain and, farther south, the Iwokrama Mountains

sustainable and equitable use of tropical rainforests in a

both feature slightly different plant communities.

manner that leads to lasting ecological, economic and

No hunting is permitted in Iwokrama, and wildlife is

social benefits to the people of Guyana and beyond,

abundant. The flora and fauna of the reserve have been

through research, training and the development

well documented over more than 20 years of research.

and dissemination of technologies. Established in

More than 140 species of reptiles and amphibians, 130

1996, it has since become Guyana’s premier site for

mammals, 500 birds, and 1200 plant species are known

research on tropical forestry and rainforest ecology

to occur at Iwokrama.

and conservation. Easy road access and reliable
on-site transportation facilitate exploration of the

Access: The Linden-Lethem road passes through

371,000-hectare reserve’s different forest types.

Iwokrama, providing an easy land link to Georgetown.

Iwokrama is unique in having a main compound capable

Access is also possible by chartered aircraft to the

of hosting large groups as well as several smaller

village of Fairview, which is about 3 kilometres from the

satellite camps elsewhere in the reserve.

main compound.

Natural Highlights: Iwokrama sits in the heart

Amenities: Iwokrama has a full suite of amenities to

of Guyana’s interior, along the left bank of the

support groups of up to 30 persons. The Iwokrama

Essequibo River. The reserve is entirely forested, and

River Lodge and Research Centre (IRL) features an open

divided equally between Wilderness Preserves and

area with 10 bunk beds and three double occupancy

Sustainable Use Areas. Reduced-impact internationally

rooms, a researcher building with six rooms, eight

recognized certified logging in the latter provides local

tourist cabins, a fully staffed kitchen, large upstairs

employment and income for the reserve. Iwokrama’s

dining area, and meeting/conference rooms. Tourist

soils range from sandy to alluvial, and the tree species

cabins with eight rooms are also available at Atta

composition of the forest changes accordingly. Turtle

Lodge, near the southern end of the reserve.
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Atta Canopy Walk from Above © David DiGregorio

Birdwatching at Atta Lodge © Deonarine Chand

At this location there is a canopy walkway facility

Contact: https://iwokrama.org/contact-us/

allowing access to the forest canopy. The Turtle

Email: training@iwokrama.org;

Mountain satellite camp has permanent hammock

iwokrama-general@iwokrama.org

shelters, flush toilets, showers, and a small building

Websites: www.iwokrama.org;
www.iwokramariverlodge.com;

with a kitchen and dining area. Group hammock

www.iwokramacanopywalkway.com

accommodations can be constructed at any of the
satellite camps.

I am so inspired by the work done at Iwokrama, and
Facilities/Equipment: Five aluminum boats seating

feel passionately about the forest and contributing

4-6 passengers each (40-hp outboards); five Toyota

towards research to protect it and its biodiversity.

Land Cruisers and Hiluxes; hammocks and nets for up

Bethany Doo, Biodiversity and Conservation Ecology,

to 60 persons; full staff of cooks, drivers, and rangers

University of Exeter – Cornwall

available on-site; projector and laptops available at the
main compound. The IRL and Atta Lodge have full-

Iwokrama was one of my favorite places to go and

time electricity and limited wifi internet access. The

explore, study and immerse myself in wildlife. It was

IRL has cellular service provided by GTT.

a best-fit formula for me as a budding Guyanese
conservationist because I was getting on-site training
in wildlife conservation and becoming more in tune
with the culture and geography of my country.
Arianne Harris, University of Guyana
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THE KARANAMBU LODGE AND TRUST							
Karanambu has long been famous as the home of
Rupununi legends Tiny McTurk and his daughter
Diane, who started and ran what has become the
most successful giant otter rescue and rehabilitation
programme in the world. Located along the Rupununi
River just north of the Kanuku Mountains, Karanambu’s
goal is to provide guests with quality ecotourism and

Explaining what they do at Karanambu Lodge

volunteer experiences that promote conservation
of the area while also supporting development of
the Rupununi and the various local communities
comprising it. Karanambu’s facilities and commitment
to community outreach make it an ideal base to
explore the ecosystems and culture of the North
Rupununi. The lodge staff has a long history of hosting
researchers and SAVE travel groups.
Digging post holes for the corral

Natural Highlights: Karanambu’s location in the midst
of the North Rupununi wetlands puts it squarely in
one of the most biodiverse regions of Guyana, with
easy access to savannah, tall rainforest, and a variety
of riverine habitats including marshes and oxbow lakes
that support hundreds of species of fish. The Kanuku
Mountains Protected Area is a short distance upriver
from Karanambu.
Access: Karanambu can be reached by road from

Roasting fish

Lethem (2-3 hours in dry season) or by chartered
aircraft to Karanambu Airstrip. At the height of the
rainy season, access is often by boat from various

Facilities/Equipment: Two aluminum boats (15- and

landings on the Rupununi River.

25-hp outboards) seating a total of ten people; one
4WD vehicle seating four passengers; numerous

Amenities: Karanambu features shared rooms with

additional boats and vehicles available through local

beds for 22-24 persons, as well as two research rooms

partners. Hammocks and nets are available for twelve

with two single beds each, hammocks for up to 20

persons. Full staff of drivers, cooks, and guides

persons, and limitless camping space. The lodge has

available on-site. Meeting area has A/V equipment

a fully staffed kitchen and a large area for dining and

(projector, screen, whiteboard); office has printer. Solar

socializing. The Karanambu Trust House serves as a

and generator power; limited internet access.

comfortable, spacious meeting area with a library and
infirmary.

Email: booking@karanambutrustandlodge.org
Website: http://www.karanambutrustandlodge.org
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PROTECTED AREAS COMMISSION
The Protected Areas Commission

impose restrictions on bathing at

(PAC) is working steadily to

certain times. There is no kitchen

improve upon existing facilities at

in the guesthouse, but a communal

Shell Beach, Kaieteur National Park,

kitchen in Almond Beach may be

Kanuku, and Konashen (Konashen),

used by visitors.

with several infrastructure
projects planned for completion

Kanuku: Access to this relatively

over the next two years. All PAC

new protected area must be

accommodations currently lack

coordinated through both the

internet access. Travellers wishing

PAC and surrounding indigenous

to arrange supplies or equipment

communities. Although there is

must bring their own or work with

no permanent infrastructure in

local communities to fulfill their

Kanuku at this time, there are two

needs.

options for visitors wishing to have
a base from which to explore the

Kaieteur National Park: The

area. The first, at Peccary Pools

current guesthouse has two

near the boundary with Nappi,

rooms that can accommodate

is a bush camp with separate

up to four persons in beds and

kitchen, dining, sleeping, and ‘lab

several more in hammocks. A

space’ areas, offering comfortable

new guesthouse currently under construction near

accommodation for eight people. This camp features

the park headquarters and airstrip will accommodate

easy access to the protected area (30 seconds’ walk), a

several persons in beds and provide shared hammock

fairly extensive trail system covering a decent elevation

space for others, as well as kitchen and bath

gradient, and abundant wildlife. The second option

facilities. Completion is expected in mid-late 2021.

in Kanuku is a small camp at Ambulance Rock, along

This guesthouse will provide unparalleled access

the Rupununi River near the southern boundary of

to the unique habitats around the top of the falls.

the protected area. This camp features a large benab

Accommodations are also available at Tukeit, which

(open-sided hut with a thatched roof) offering covered

is situated in lowland rainforest at the edge of the

hammock space for several people.

Potaro River, a few kilometres below the falls. Tukeit is
accessible from the top of the falls (roughly two hours’

Konashen: The PAC maintains two small ranger

walk on a steep trail) or by coming upriver from Mahdia.

stations, with minimal amenities, outside of the village

The structures were all built within the last 5-10 years

- one on the Kassikaityu River, and another at the

and feature three bedrooms with bunk beds, plus

mouth of the Sipu River. There is also a guesthouse in

hammock space, kitchen and bath facilities.

the village itself. It has three rooms with each room
able to accommodate two guests each. All visits to

Shell Beach: A recently rebuilt guesthouse at Almond

Konashen must be arranged through the community.

Beach is available to travelers outside of the turtle
nesting season, which extends from February to
August. The guesthouse has three bedrooms and
bathroom facilities, although limited fresh water may

Contact: https://www.facebook.com/Protected-AreasCommission-314675811967929/
Email: info.pacguyana@gmail.com
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SURAMA ECO-LODGE
Surama Eco-Lodge, at the northern edge of the
Rupununi savannah, is a community-owned tourism
enterprise committed to combining natural resource
use and traditional culture in a socially appropriate
manner. Surama has received numerous accolades
for its hospitality, and routinely partners with outside
organisations to realise mutual benefits through
research, training and employment. The eco-lodge is

Breakfast by the river

an excellent base from which to explore local culture
and the biodiversity of the surrounding forests and
savannahs.
Natural Highlights: Surama is located in a zone of
transition between Guyana’s great interior forests
and the open Rupununi savannahs, and features plant
and animal species typical of both biomes. This area
experiences substantial annual flooding, which creates

Hammocks up under the benab

a mosaic of wetland habitats supporting extraordinary
biodiversity. Surama boasts several highly skilled and
knowledgeable guides who are thoroughly familiar
with the area’s flora and fauna.
Access: Surama is easily accessible from the LindenLethem highway or by chartered aircraft directly to the
village.
Walking in the Rainforest

Amenities: Surama has both bed and hammock
accommodations. They can accommodate students

Contact: https://www.suramaecolodge.com/contact-us/

in 12 single rooms, or up to 16 persons in hammocks.

Email: info@suramaecolodge.com

There is also riverside camping space available. Full-

Website: https://www.suramaecolodge.com

time kitchen staff serving three meals daily. Additional
Surama Ecolodge somehow felt like home - the

accommodations, as well as rooms to host meetings
and training sessions, can be arranged in the village

harmony amongst everything that was there allowed
me to feel connected to both the people and the

itself through eco-lodge staff.

environment instantly. Being able to live comfortably
Facilities/Equipment: Surama Eco-Lodge has full-time

as humans whilst preserving the surrounding natural

electricity, and limited internet access is available at

ecosystems may be our dream way of life; and they

the office. Vehicles and boats are available for hire in

have shown us it is possible.
Karen Ono, B.S. Environmental Biology, McGill

the village.

University
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WAIKIN RANCH

Cabin accommodation © Waikin Ranch

Located in the central Rupununi savannah only 30

Horseback riding © Waikin Ranch

minutes from Lethem, Waikin Ranch began developing
tourism facilities in 2017 and today offers a unique

Amenities: Four new cabins, each accommodating

farm-stay experience on its 33,000-acre property.

five persons (three in beds, two in hammocks), with

Waikin’s aim is to generate local employment while

fans and separate power supplies; additional hammock

showcasing sustainable land development, particularly

space available for up to ten people. Full kitchen and

farm production. Waikin has been the site of recent

dining space for up to 30 visitors.

archaeological discoveries, adding spiritual depth to
their vision of connectivity, stewardship and reverence

Facilities/Equipment: One 6-metre boat (15-hp

for the land. The ranch provides a comfortable base for

outboard); five two-person canoes; three 4WD vehicles

research on flora and fauna, ecosystem resilience, and

and one 12-seat minibus; multiple solar power systems;

sustainable development.

no A/V equipment or internet access.

Natural Highlights: Waikin is situated squarely in the
sprawling grasslands of the Rupununi, providing easy
access to dry and moist savannah habitats, creeks and

Contact: https://www.waikinranch.com/contact-us/
Email: waikinranch.gy@gmail.com
Website: https://www.waikinranch.com

wetlands.

I am forever indebted to you for providing such a
warm welcome to the Rupununi . . . and the perfect

Access: Waikin is located along the Linden-Lethem

respite . . . a million thanks for a perfect visit.

road, approximately 30 minutes north of Lethem, and

Molly, UK

enjoys easy accessibility throughout the year.

Waikin pond © Waikin Ranch
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WICHABAI RANCH & GUEST HOUSES
Wichabai Ranch offers a world-class visitor experience
in the wild and remote South Rupununi savannah.
Formerly an outstation of the massive Dadanawa
Ranch (at one time one of the largest cattle ranches
in the world), Wichabai was established as a travel

Homestead @ Wichabai Ranch

host in 2019 with a mission to forge strong and
mutually prosperous links with local communities
while fostering the understanding, appreciation,
and sustenance of the natural world. Wichabai is the
home of the South Rupununi Conservation Society, a
grassroots organisation dedicated to environmental
education and community-led research on the region’s
wildlife, including the endangered Red Siskin and the

Verandah @ Wichabai Ranch

giant anteater. With easy access to the Rupununi
River and close proximity to the Kanuku Mountains

ranger research station, which will include additional

Protected Area, Wichabai is an ideal base for exploring

meeting and training space, is planned for the coming

the varied ecosystems of this beautiful region.

year.

Extended forays into the wilderness of southern

Facilities/Equipment: Solar-powered facility, several

Guyana can be arranged through Rupununi Trails, also

18-foot aluminum boats (15-hp outboards), four 16-

based at Wichabai.

foot canoes, and one five-seat jeep (other vehicles
available for hire). Vehicle and boat drivers, kitchen

Natural Highlights: Wichabai is situated along the

staff and trained rangers are all available on site.

Rupununi River near the village of Sand Creek. The

Internet access is available at Dadanawa, which is

ranch compound overlooks the grasslands of the

about 20 minutes away.

Rupununi savannah and provides easy access to
gallery forest, marshes, and bush islands in the
savannah. The Rupununi River enters the tall rainforest
of the Kanuku Mountains just beyond Sand Creek.

Contact: https://www.wichabai.com/contact
Email: wichabai.ranch@gmail.com
Websites: www.wichabai.com and www.rupununitrails.com

Wichabai has strong ties to this and other local
communities and is a great place to study indigenous
peoples’ stewardship of their environment.

A really different style of holiday which allowed me
to fully embed myself with the locals, explore nature,
sleep in hammocks in the middle of the Amazon

Access: Wichabai can be reached by road from Lethem

rainforest and learn new survival skills.

(three hours in the dry season) or by chartered aircraft

Megan, London

directly to the ranch.

Fabulous to get away from the rest of the world,

Amenities: Wichabai can sleep 8-10 persons in beds

live off the land and explore nature. A real family

and can accommodate larger numbers in hammocks.

atmosphere - a place I will return to.

An upstairs verandah serves as a centralised location

Murray, Hong Kong

for meals, meetings and socializing. Construction of a
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The following is a sample of organisations that have recently
conducted SAVE activities in Guyana. Organisations with similar
goals are encouraged to contact the listed representatives
for more detailed information on their experiences.
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Rainforest trails

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY								
Arizona State University (ASU) is a Tier 1 research
university offering a full range of education, research
and innovation opportunities for students and partners.
ASU has been engaged in Guyana for about one year,
primarily as a partner in the Guyana: Resilient and
One (GRO) project with Conservation InternationalGuyana and the University of Guyana (UG). Within that
programme, ASU has helped organise and promote
a new study abroad programme with UG and ASU
students. In addition to GRO, ASU has worked with
UG leadership and faculty on the UG Blueprint and has

ASU Guyana student field trip

provided support services to government agencies.
The 2019 ASU-UG Global Study programme was a tenday, faculty-directed research activity that highlighted
peer learning among students of the two universities.
The project sought to build research, analytical
and presentation skills, focusing on fisheries and
marine systems in Guyana. Eight undergraduate and
postgraduate students participated in the programme.
The tangible results were four research PowerPoint
presentations distributed to stakeholders.
Contact Information

Guyana student research

Gary Dirks, Senior Director, Global Futures Laboratory and
Wrigley Chair Director, LightWorks

®

Phone: (480) 965-5079
Email: garydirks@asu.edu

You all made this project much more than it was

Website: https://globalfutures.asu.edu or http://

meant to be, and I hope that we meet again

asulightworks.com

(preferably soon). I personally have gained a new
perspective on research and what it means to be a
researcher and thank you for the part you played.
Cuddy, UG student
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BACKPACK INTERNATIONAL
Backpack International is a faith-based non-profit
organisation focused on providing children and
families with tools and resources for academic
success, maintaining local community partnerships
to ensure sustainability, and providing participants
opportunities to experience a programme that has a
lasting impact and exposes them to the beauty and
splendour of Guyana.
Backpack International has been operating in Guyana
for four years, carrying out 2-3 programmes per year
with up to 15 participants. The programme serves

Backpack International at a local school

between 300-500 students each year during the
month of August. Over 1000 children and families
have received much needed aid as a result. Their
most recent service programme included a week-long
Vacation Bible School Camp involving students ages
5-16. After the programme each participant received
a backpack full of school supplies, hygiene products,
toys, clothing and more.
The non-profit provides scholarships for individuals
and opportunities for organisations in Guyana to
participate in conferences, workshops, etc. in the
U.S. to promote sustainable tourism, study abroad,

Backpack International at a local school

scientific research, and educational/adventure travel.
They also provide access to research/host facilities in
This was my second visit to Guyana with Backpack

Guyana for individuals and universities to participate

International. I loved Guyana the first time and it

in leadership training and other professional

certainly did not disappoint me on the second visit.

development opportunities.

Guyana reminds me of my homeland, Jamaica.
Contact Information

The beautiful culture, food, and most importantly

Oslyn Rodriguez, Founder & President

the resilience of its people. The trip impacted me in

Phone: (917) 687-0327

so many ways, but most importantly I became bolder

Email: info@backpackinternational.org

and more courageous. On this trip, I experienced

Website: www.backpackinternational.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/backpackinternationalinc

what it meant to lay down my life for my brother

Instagram: www.instagram.com/backpackinternational

and sister in Christ.
Cherise Irons
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DURRELL INSTITUTE OF CONSERVATION AND ECOLOGY (DICE),
UNIVERSITY OF KENT
The Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology
(DICE) at the University of Kent has a mission to
conserve biodiversity and the ecological processes
that support ecosystems and people. DICE achieves
its mission by developing capacity and improving
conservation management and policy through highimpact research. In Guyana, SAVE travel activities and
New signage in the Botanical Gardens

programmes provide high quality science to inform
conservation policies.
Academics at DICE have been undertaking research
projects in Guyana for nearly two decades. Primarily,
DICE supports research students conducting projects in
Guyana that include studies of biodiversity responses
to land-use change. These include forestry, mining and
agriculture among others. Projects include all types of
animals, but typically focus on vertebrates. DICE has
also conducted social science research on the wildlife

Giant river otter having lunch

trade, and different aspects of community livelihoods.
DICE currently hosts year-round SAVE activities that

Contact Information

involve research students conducting their Masters

Jake Bicknell, Lecturer in Conservation Biology

and PhDs in Guyana. Each year one or two students are

and DICE member

hosted. Dr. Jake Bicknell has been conducting research

Phone: +44 (0)1227 827139

in Guyana for 18 years, seven of those whilst affiliated

Email: J.E.Bicknell@kent.ac.uk
Website: https://research.kent.ac.uk/dice/

with DICE.
The tangible results generated from each SAVE activity
are research publications, knowledge exchange and
changes to policies. The beneficiaries of SAVE activities
are students and their project collaborators, and
optimally the citizens of Guyana and the world. Projects
have thus far partnered with Iwokrama, Conservation

Coming primarily from a temperate research
background, I was captivated by the abundance
of biodiversity in Guyana. It was a privilege to be
surrounded by not only this diversity of life, but also
some of the friendliest people I have encountered
during my career. It is hard to put the beauty of
Guyana into words. Its plethora of plant and animal

International Guyana, WWF-Guiana, The Protected
Areas Commission, Surama Ecolodge, The University of
Guyana, and the NRDDB.

life is enough for any researcher to be occupied for
decades to come. This, and the fantastic work done
by local NGOs cannot be underestimated.
Will Hayes, PhD researcher, Durrell Institute of
Conservation and Ecology, University of Kent
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FRONTEERING TRAVEL SERVICE
Fronteering Travel Service specialises in organising

life, and assisting indigenous communities with

volunteer projects worldwide that preserve the

sustainable farming, wildlife research, conservation

environment and wildlife and support indigenous

education, eco-tourism and wildlife club development,

people. The company is known for providing

building maintenance and ongoing projects. Trips

volunteers with raw experiences and real opportunities

instill increased self-confidence, higher self-esteem,

to make a difference in some of the most beautiful

a deeper connection to the environment and better

and remote places on the planet. Fronteering’s

understanding of other cultures. This leads to personal

primary area of focus is on helping to positively impact

fulfilment among Fronteering’s volunteers.

the lives of residents in the host communities and
Contact Information

individual volunteers.

Patrick van de Velde, Founder
Phone:(604) 900-0079

Fronteering has been operating in Guyana since 2012.

Mobile: (592) 604-5600 (WhatsApp)

Eight programmes are available from January to April

Email: patrick@fronteering.com

and August to December, which accommodate up to

Website: www.fronteering.com/destinations/south-

10-30 participants. A sampling of activities includes

america/guyana

assisting working ranches in the South Rupununi

Youtube: www.youtube.com/user/Fronteering

with daily ranch duties while learning their way of

The Rupununi River ©David DiGregorio

| 30 |

MIAMI UNIVERSITY / PROJECT DRAGONFLY
Founded in 1809, Miami University, in Oxford, Ohio,
has maintained a long and distinguished record of
excellence in research and teaching in science and
science education. It empowers students, faculty,
and staff to become engaged citizens who use their
knowledge and skills with integrity and compassion
to improve the future of our global society. Project
Dragonfly is an organisation within Miami University
that reaches millions of people worldwide through
inquiry-driven education, participatory media,
public exhibits, and international partnerships.
Project Dragonfly offers two part-time Master’s level
Surveying birds in the savannahs

programmes that combine field-based and online
learning. The field-based courses (of which Guyana is
one) are called Earth Expeditions and are offered jointly
with conservation and education partners worldwide.

Contact Information
Project Dragonfly
Phone: (+1) 513-529-8576

The Guyana Earth Expeditions course - ‘Guyana: Local

Email: dragonfly@miamioh.edu

Wisdom & Conservation’ – has been offered annually

Website: https://projectdragonfly.miamioh.edu/earth-

since 2011. This course focuses on the traditional

expeditions/

ecological knowledge of the Makushi and the potential
of local wisdom to guide conservation initiatives.
The Makushi have a long tradition of managing
their resources creatively by proudly embracing
their traditional culture. Conscious of the value of
indigenous and non-indigenous knowledge, Guyana’s
Makushi people are becoming masters of straddling
both worlds. The concept of local knowledge and
wisdom applies to every community, a point we
explore as we consider our own role in place-based
conservation and participatory education. The nineday field course takes place from May 25th - June 3rd
each year, visiting the Iwokrama River Lodge, Iwokrama
Canopy Walkway, Surama Eco-Lodge, and Kaieteur Falls
National Park.
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Learning to use a bow and arrow

OPERATION WALLACEA
Operation Wallacea (Opwall) is a conservation
research organisation funded by teams of student
volunteers who join expeditions for the opportunity
to work on real-world research programmes. OpWall
creates long-term research projects with local
partners, drawing researchers from a wide range
of disciplines and academic institutions. These
partnerships provide access to research projects that
might otherwise be inaccessible to volunteers.
In Guyana, Opwall’s goals are to conduct annual
Iworkama Rainforest Canopy

biodiversity surveys in partnership with the village of
Surama and the Iwokrama International Centre (IIC); to
produce publications and datasets to inform resource
management at Iwokrama; to engage with members
of local communities and students from the University
of Guyana; and to help build local research capacity.
The beneficiaries are the IIC, Surama Village, University
of Guyana student interns, and a suite of researchers
from various institutions that lead the survey and
monitoring work each year.
OpWall has been working in Guyana since 2011.
Surveys are conducted from June – August every year,

Royal Flycatcher

and two- to six-week research expeditions are available
during this time. Approximately 60-100 participants
join these expeditions every year.

If you are looking for a remote, authentic tropical

Contact Information

rainforest research experience - look no further. I

Scott Sveiven, US Director

couldn’t have been happier with the project! You

Phone: (973) 920-0487

will be involved in meaningful research and work

Email: scott.sveiven@opwall.com

alongside people whose genuine interests are to

Website: www.opwall.com/location/guyana/

preserve the beautiful Iwokrama rainforest of Guyana.

Youtube: www.youtube.com/watch?v=hUy87_3wzUQ

You will see and learn about a multitude of organisms
in their natural habitat. You will get the chance to
work closely with locals and top researchers and gain
a wealth of insider knowledge. I recommend doing at
least 4 weeks for a fully immersive experience!
Katie O’Dea, Environmental Science, University
College Dublin
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ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM
The Royal Ontario Museum’s (ROM) mission is to
explore and understand the natural history of the
world by collecting, studying, and exhibiting nature
through education, teaching, research, and publication.
ROM has been working in Guyana for over 30 years,
organising one trip a year between June-July which
accommodates up to 20 students.
ROM’s Guyana programme is focused on teaching
university students about tropical field biology and

Releasing a bat

research. One of the areas of focus is on an annual bat
monitoring project that is being implemented within
the Iwokrama Rainforest Reserve and Surama Village in
collaboration with Operation Wallacea. Students help
collect ecological data on the diversity and abundance
of different bat species. They also have an opportunity
to learn about indigenous culture and sustainable
development.
The Iwokrama Rainforest Reserve is an important
carbon sink and a hedge against climate change. Longterm monitoring of the species diversity and relative
abundance of bats is contributing to the establishment

Recording data

of baseline data for comparison within and among
sites and years, which helps tracking changes at an
The experience gained while working with the Royal

ecosystem level.

Ontario Museum has been absolutely invaluable. The

Contact Information

hands-on interactions with bats and research camp

Burton K. Lim, Ph.D., Assistant Curator of Mammalogy,

lifestyle are not only cherished memories, but also

Department of Natural History

important field experience as I continue to develop

Phone: (416) 586-5771

my career. Above all, getting to work alongside and

Email: burtonl@rom.on.ca

learn from knowledgeable experts in the field is a

Website: www.rom.on.ca/en/collections-research/rom-

priceless opportunity that I’m grateful to have had.

staff/burton-lim

Camille Venier, 2017 Student Volunteer
and 2018 Bat Field Assistant

| 33 |

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION
The goal of the Smithsonian Institution National
Museum of Natural History’s (NMNH) Biological
Diversity of the Guiana Shield Programme (BDG) is to
document, understand, and conserve the biological
diversity of the Guiana Shield area of northeastern
South America. BDG has worked for more than
30 years to explore this rich diversity and to make
information freely available and useful to interested
users. Based in the Department of Botany, BDG
continues to collect, identify, and inventory all plant
specimens collected by the Programme, and assists
scientists from departments across NMNH in their
collecting and processing efforts. BDG also interacts
with scientists from other Smithsonian bureaus,
including the Tropical Research Institute, National
Zoo, Conservation Biology Institute and a worldwide
network of collaborators. BDG affiliates have worked
with more than 850 people in the course of their
research, education and outreach activities in Guyana.
CAPTION/CREDIT??

These efforts have resulted in tens of thousands of
new collections (specimens and data collected by
BDG) and more than 1,100 publications, ranging from

Sorting botanical samples

species checklists to floristic studies to theoretical
studies addressing the drivers of biodiversity.
Training and education workshops for Guyanese
have complemented traditional academic activities.
Over the years, BDG has sponsored training and
parataxonomy courses for indigenous people, held
workshops at the University of Guyana and elsewhere,
had numerous students and postdocs, and frequently
hosted Guyanese visitors at various Smithsonian
locations in the United States. Other recent outreach
efforts included a method using Google Earth to

A flower in the rainforest

display information from expeditions and a Google
Earth tour on the biodiversity of the Guiana Shield.

Contact Information

Fundraising efforts by BDG, combined with monetary

Carol L. Kelloff, PhD

gifts from the Royal Bank of Canada and USAID,

Phone: (+1) 202-633-0953

resulted in the construction of the Center for the

Email: kelloffc@si.edu

Study of Biological Diversity located on the Turkeyen

Website: https://naturalhistory.si.edu/research/botany/

campus of the University of Guyana.

research/biological-diversity-guiana-shield/about
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UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW
The University of Glasgow brings undergraduate
students to Guyana to research the country’s
extraordinary wildlife and collaborate with local
counterparts to increase knowledge of Neotropical
rainforests. Projects include research in bat and
amphibian biodiversity and disease ecology, as well
as monitoring large mammal and bird species using
camera traps. The University of Glasgow Guyana
Expedition has been running once a year since 2017 in
July and August. It lasts approximately six weeks. Each
trip involves six or seven students from the University.
The University of Glasgow Guyana Expedition’s
goals are to increase awareness of the ecosystems
and biodiversity of Guyana (specifically the Kanuku
Mountains and Rupununi River) and to support Guyana
in its efforts to safeguard and monitor its unique nature
for many years to come. Participants collaborate with
local guides and rangers to exchange valuable expertise

Reviewing camera trap images

and host community workshops in remote villages to
teach young people about the work they do.
Students benefit enormously from their experiences
during the expedition, gaining new field skills,
scientific knowledge, and the invaluable opportunity
to learn about Guyanese traditions and culture.
Local hosts work closely with the researchers and
provide a rich indigenous perspective to augment
the students’ scientific background, facilitating the
exchange of knowledge leading to strong conservation
partnerships. Reports are produced annually from the
expedition, and several scientific papers have been
published as well.
Contact Information
Leo Haveri and Alexandra Darling
Email: explorationsocietygu@gmail.com
Website: www.glasgowexsoc.org.uk

Bat research

Facebook: www.facebook.com/glasgowguyana
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The following organisations, all based in Guyana,
are excellent sources of information and
local connections for SAVE Travel initiatives.
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Kanuku Mountains © Pete Oxford

WWF-GUIANAS
WWF began working in Guyana in 1977, initially

were instrumental in the development of a national

supporting the monitoring and protection of nesting

Low Carbon Development Strategy and the Guyana-

sea turtles including the green turtle, the olive ridley,

Norway Agreement that provided performance-based

the hawksbill and the leatherback. Shell Beach was

payments for carbon-related ecosystem services. This

established as a protected area by the Government of

led to working with the Guyana Forestry Commission

Guyana in 2011 thanks to the efforts of WWF and other

to develop the REDD+ Readiness Package that

national and international conservation organisations

demonstrates Guyana’s delivery on REDD+ obligations

to protect these endangered species and their critical

and to work in indigenous communities to monitor the

nesting habitat.

protection of forests.

WWF’s mission is to stop the degradation of the

WWF has also played a pivotal role in the Shared

planet’s natural environment and to build a future

Resources Joint Solutions (SRJS) programme in the

in which humans live in harmony with nature. WWF

Guianas. It is a joint five-year programme by IUCN and

Guianas’ work primarily revolves around species

WWF. The SRJS programme aims to establish strong

conservation, protected areas, sustainable mining and

and proactive partnerships, which foster cooperation

fresh water conservation.

for improving environmental governance, compliance
and decreasing the impact of unsustainable practices.

WWF Guyana has been involved in several
groundbreaking projects for Guyana which include

Contact Information

REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and

Contact Person: Aiesha Williams, Director
Phone: (592) 223-7802

Forest Degradation) by contributing to Guyana’s

Email: awilliams@wwfguyana.gy

first forest carbon stock assessment. The results

Website: www.wwfguianas.org

A flock of white-faced whistling ducks © Kemptorne Daly/WWF-Guianas
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CONSERVATION INTERNATIONAL-GUYANA
Conservation International (CI) is a non-profit

and small-scale miners and other stakeholders and

organisation that empowers societies to responsibly

aims to eliminate the use of mercury in the sector

and sustainably care for nature and global biodiversity

by 2025. CI-Guyana has been actively involved in the

for the wellbeing of humanity. Since its inception,

tourism sector as well, which led to the establishment

it has helped to protect more than 6 million square

of Visit Rupununi in 2015 to provide and promote

kilometres (2.3 million square miles) of land and sea

quality, diversified and safe tourism and conserve the

in more than 70 countries. Currently, CI has 2,000

nature based, traditional heritage of the Rupununi.

partners worldwide and offices in 29 countries
including Guyana.

Looking forward, CI-Guyana is leading Guyana:
Resilient and One (GRO), a programme that will invest

Conservation International-Guyana has led a number

in people and nature with the ultimate goal of green

of important initiatives in the Rupununi region. In

jobs and livelihood creation for a diversified economy

February 2004, the Government of Guyana issued

that ensures economic growth while progressing

a title to the Wai Wai Indigenous Peoples for more

Guyana’s environmental and development goals.

than one million acres of land. CI-Guyana assisted
Contact information

with the protected area management plan for the
Konashan Community-Owned Conservation Area. The
organisation is also actively involved in the gold mining
sector. In collaboration with the Global Environment

Contact Person: Damian Fernandes, Executive Director
Phone: (592) 227-8171, (592) 225 2978
Email: dfernandes@conservation.org
Website: www.conservation.org.gy

Facility, the Eldorado Gold project involves artisanal

Guyana tropical forest © Conservation International-Guyana
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THE UNIVERSITY OF GUYANA
The University of Guyana (UG) was established in April

is housed within the Faculty of Natural Sciences. The

1963 and began its operations in October of the same

Centre currently houses the National Herbarium and

year with 164 students. It now has a student population

the Zoological research collections, which together

of 5500. The University comprises two campuses and

serve as the repository for specimens collected

seven academic faculties and schools. Each faculty

through scientific research in Guyana. Moreover, the

has its own personality and area of expertise, yet

Centre serves both the University and the nation in

many work together to offer interdisciplinary degree

the facilitation of biodiversity research and promotion

programmes and undertake complex research.

of biodiversity conservation and management. The
vision of the Centre is the realization of a state of total

The Faculty of Earth and Environmental Sciences (FEES)

awareness of Guyana’s biodiversity and the harmonious

provides high quality teaching, research, and learning

integration of human livelihoods with this biodiversity

experiences that meet the needs and aspirations

while realizing our ambitions for national development.

of its students, while contributing to Guyana’s
Contact Information

developmental goals. Its mission is to develop a highly

Contact Persons: Dr. Temitope Oyedotum, Dean of FEES

visible and stimulating intellectual environment,

and Dr. Gyanpriya Maharaj, Director of CSBD

through which our teaching and research produce

Contact number: (592) 222-4180, 222-2463 and 222-2329

graduates with the technical skills and knowledge

Email: temitope.oyedotun@uog.edu.gy

needed to support national development, while

info.fees@uog.edu.gy

enhancing the viability and reputation of the Faculty.

gyanpriya.maharaj@uog.edu.gy
Website: https://www.uog.edu.gy and

The Centre for Study of Biological Diversity (CSBD) was

http://fns.uog.edu.gy/centre-study-biological-diversity

built in 1992 by UG and the Smithsonian Institution and

Yellow-spotted river turtle © Pete Oxford’

| 39 |

THE SOUTH RUPUNUNI CONSERVATION SOCIETY (SRCS)
SRCS is a grassroots environmental organisation

gather and distill indigenous knowledge, and promote

guided by the recognition that social and natural

community-led conservation initiatives.

systems evolved with time and the interactions
between people and nature change as well. Based at

SRCS invites collaborations with volunteers willing

Wichabai Ranch, SRCS believes that natural resources

to contribute to their environmental education

can continue to be used as part of the cultural heritage

programme, and can assist researchers seeking

of the Rupununi and local livelihoods, if the use does

a local partner to be a point of contact with local

not jeopardise resources for future generations. A

communities. More broadly, the Society can offer

longstanding goal of SRCS is to integrate modern

logistical and communications support for SAVE

technology and scientific research with traditional

groups interested in the culture and ecosystems of the

knowledge for the benefit of the people and

South Rupununi.

ecosystems of the Rupununi.
Contact Information

The Society’s recent projects have focused primarily

Contact Persons: Leroy Ignacio (President) and Neal Millar

on the ecology and life cycle of the Red Siskin, an

(Programme Coordinator)

endangered songbird. A recent partnership with the

Phone: (592) 663 8888

Centre for International Forestry Research (CIFOR)

Email: srcs.rupununi@gmail.com

has catalysed new field research and environmental

Website: https://www.srcs-gy.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

education projects through the Sustainable Wildlife
Management Programme. These projects complement
SRCS’s ongoing work to train rangers and tour guides,

southrupununiconservationsociety/
Instagram: @srcs.rupununi

Taking a closer look

Red Siskin research

Delivering environmental education to the local children
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THE NORTH RUPUNUNI DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT BOARD
The North Rupununi District Development Board

and indigenous rights. The NRDDB is likewise

(NRDDB) was established in 1996 and registered as

committed to the principles of sustainable community

a trust in 2001. It is the umbrella organisation of the

forestry and sees this as a means to achieving

North Rupununi communities and consists of the

environmental sustainability and the wise conservation

Toshaos (village leaders) from 20 communities and

and use of its forests through its own endeavors and

other key leaders from community-based organisations

working partnerships with Iwokrama and others.

in the region. The NRDDB functions as the community
stakeholder forum that brings community leaders

The Bina Hill Institute is the research, education

together with the private, public and civil sectors.

and training arm of the NRDDB. Located in the
village of Annai, its mission is to build the capacity

The overall aim of the NRDDB is to facilitate the

of the Indigenous Peoples of Guyana by developing

general development of the interests of its constituent

leadership skills, fostering the love for indigenous

communities. One of the key functions of the NRDDB

culture and management of the environment while

is to serve as the formal consultative and decision-

expanding on the existing social and cultural framework

making body on behalf of the district stakeholder

to help prepare the younger generation for life in an

communities in the implementation of the Iwokrama

ever-changing world. Their primary areas of focus are

International Rain Forest Programme. The NRDDB is

tourism, agriculture, natural resource management,

a partner in the Atta Rainforest Lodge and Iwokrama

forestry, information technology, cultural skills and

Canopy Walkway, and many member communities

home economics.

have community-led tourism enterprises.
Contact Information
Contact Persons: Jacqueline Allicock, NRDDB’s Chairperson

The NRDDB is committed to improving the wellbeing

and Ivor Marslow, Executive Director

and quality of life of North Rupununi communities

Contact number: (592) 616-1094

through social and economic development and

Email: jacquelineallicock@gmail.com; imarslow@gmail.com

affirmation of heritage, culture, traditional knowledge

Website: www.nrddb.org

Yei Winon Merison / Sepo (Medicine/Soap from trees) © NRDDB
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Fishing in Rewa © NRDDB
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Swimming Hole, Waikin Ranch, North Rupununi © Waikin Ranch

Weather/Climate

Travel/Infrastructure

Packing for Comfort

Guyana enjoys a blissful, tropical

Many of Guyana’s interior

The tropical weather makes

climate. The primary rainy and

roadways and airstrips are not

Guyana perfect for summer

dry seasons are May-August and

paved, and travel can take time,

clothing. But if you are going to

September-April, respectively,

especially during the rainy

spend most of your time in the

although in coastal regions there

season. Flights may be delayed,

wilderness, it is recommended

is usually a short rainy period

airstrips may flood, bridges may

to pack cotton full length shirts

from late November into January.

wash out, and muddy roads may

and pants, along with breathable

Choose the right season based on

become impassable. It is not

what you want to do so that there

uncommon for the 550-km trip

are no surprises. The temperatures

from Georgetown to Lethem to

are constant throughout the year

take 19 hours or more during the

and hover between 25 – 30 C (77

rainy season. For experienced

– 86 F) in the lowlands. Heavy rain

Guyana travelers, this is part of

can fall at any time of year, but

the adventure, but it can come

Guyana is unaffected by tropical

as a surprise to the uninitiated.

storms and hurricanes. The

Plan your trip to account for the

savannahs in the interior and the

possibility of delays, and inquire

highlands can be cool and breezy

about the condition of the roads

in the evenings.

before you set out.

rain gear and sturdy, broken-in
hiking boots or rubber boots to
navigate grasslands and hiking
trails. Sunscreen, sunglasses, and
a hat are essential as well. As part
of your photography kit, purchase
a solar battery charger or keep
multiple charged batteries and
memory cards, as you may have
limited access to electricity while
exploring the rainforest.
Many things taken for granted in
everyday life – refrigeration, steady
electricity, wireless internet – are
real luxuries in Guyana’s interior
communities. When planning
projects, it is best to assume that
these amenities will not always be
available. Specialised equipment
will often need to be brought in.
One of the joys of traveling in
Guyana is the chance to improvise
– Guyanese are resourceful and
can often help devise solutions
when items are forgotten or when
equipment breaks down. Guyanese
are also very helpful in procuring
items that may be hard to find.
There are many local suppliers not
plainly evident to outsiders, so it
is worthwhile to seek help from
someone with local knowledge.
Many items are available in Guyana
if you know where to look for

Lethem Trail © Guyana Tourism Authority
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them.

Health

Visas

seeking private transportation,

Getting immunisations before

Citizens from the United States,

aircraft charters, equipment

your trip is a must, especially for

Canada, the United Kingdom,

transport, and guide services.

hepatitis A and B, yellow fever

Germany, Australia and any

Here is a list of recommended

and tetanus. You should get this

Caribbean Island do not require a

tour operators: https://

done 4-6 weeks in advance. For

visa to travel to Guyana. For a full

guyanatourism.com/planyourtrip/

yellow fever, be sure to carry

list of countries that do not require

localtravelproviders/

your vaccination certification.

visas to enter Guyana, kindly

Protect yourself against malaria

check here: https://www.minfor.

Travel Better in Guyana

and dengue fever in the interior

gov.gy/visa-entry-requirements-

Guyana is working hard to

by wearing long sleeves, using

countries/

conserve its vibrant wildlife and
ecosystems and protect its culture

repellent, and taking antimalarial
pills. Aspirin, anti-diarrhoea,

If you are not a citizen of one

and heritage. We realise that it is

antibiotics, bug sprays and

of the mentioned countries,

often difficult to understand how

antihistamine medicines are

you will need a visa. Please visit

you can support these aims and

recommended. Consume bottled

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’

make a difference when you travel.

or filtered water, which is available

website for more information

That’s why we’ve set out to help

throughout the country. You can

on the visa application process:

you by creating Visitor Guidelines

also use water purifying tablets.

http://www.minfor.gov.gy/demo/

for Sustainable Travel:

Cooked food is perfectly okay

wp-content/uploads/2016/10/

to eat, but raw food should be

New_Immigration_Procedures_

thoroughly washed.

Visa_Fees.pdf.

Honour our Indigenous
People and Protected Areas
You will encounter a brilliant array

Safety/Security

Handling Money

of cultural differences in Guyana.

In general, you will find Guyanese

The country uses Guyanese

Research local customs, social

to be extremely friendly and

dollars (US$1 =GY$215) but US

norms, and environmental issues

helpful. Do not be surprised if

dollars are widely accepted. Many

before you arrive, especially when

you find locals wishing to talk

hotels in Georgetown accept

planning to visit our indigenous

with you and offering assistance.

credit cards, but during your visit

communities. Follow advisories

Nonetheless, we encourage you

to Guyana’s interior, you will only

and regulations when visiting

to exercise caution when travelling

be able to pay in cash with few

protected areas and respect the

in Guyana as you would in your

exceptions. Convert your money

rights of community and private

own home country. The basic

in Georgetown and be aware

landowners. Remember the usage

precautions apply here as they do

that only limited amounts can be

fees you pay to visit communities

elsewhere. Travellers need to use

withdrawn per day at ATMs.

and protected areas support

the basic rules of safety, as in any

indigenous people’s livelihoods and

other part of the world. Please

Tour Operators

conservation efforts necessary to

review the Guyana Travel Advisory

Guyana has several tour

protect and maintain these areas.

for more detailed information:

companies licensed by the Guyana

https://guyanatourism.com/

Tourism Authority (or in the

planyourtrip/travelessentials/

process of becoming licensed).
Tour operators can often provide
logistical support to travel groups
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Local craft items

Protecting Our Environment

markets. Reduce demand by not

Leave a Positive Impact

Guyana does not currently have

contributing to the problem.

Enhance the value and meaning of

any recycling facilities. Help

your visit by actively seeking out

protect the natural resources

Buy Local

ways to make a positive impact

you’ve come to visit and reduce

Support the local culture and

on the people and places you visit

your environmental impact.

regional character you’ve come

during your time in Guyana. You

Reduce energy consumption

to experience by consciously

will be remembered long after

by turning off the lights and AC

spending your money at local

you depart, so make a point to

and unplugging electronics like

businesses and your time in local

stay in touch with your hosts and

cell phone chargers when not in

communities that offer locally

companions. Consider leaving back

use. Avoid the use of single-use

produced meals, products and

items – unused batteries, rope, etc

plastics and utilise water filtration

handicrafts. Your expenditures will

– that may be expensive or difficult

bottles. Support tour operators,

benefit the people you meet. They

to get in Guyana. They will be

accommodations and other

also encourage communities to

appreciated. If you are conducting

tourism service providers that

preserve their cultural heritage.

research, share your knowledge:

incorporate sustainable tourism

many of your field companions

Plan for the Unexpected

will be eager to learn about what

Things will often not go according

you’re studying. Explain why you

Keep Guyana Wild

to plan. Don’t allow stress to get

are doing your research, and ask

Help protect Guyana’s abundant

the better of you. Enjoy your

them questions. You’ll often find

wildlife, birdlife, and marine life.

company and accept that some

that their perspectives are insightful

Maintain a respectful distance, use

things are out of your control. Be

and very different from your own.

binoculars and telephoto lenses

optimistic - Guyanese have an

Share materials – field guides, your

and refrain from feeding wild

almost magical way of ensuring

reports, etc – that can help them

animals of any kind. Wildlife and

that things work out, even at the

continue to learn after you’ve

“bush fish” may be served in select

last possible minute.

departed.

practices in their operations.

restaurants and available in some
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Surama Rainforest @ David DiGregorio

Guyana offers an ideal setting to conduct research

A robust network of agencies oversees the permits

projects, with intact ecosystems, friendly and

required for anyone to conduct research or be granted

resourceful people, a relatively straightforward

access to the titled lands of indigenous peoples. The

permitting process, and an increasing number of

following is a list of government agencies and their

travel hosts providing access to field sites. Guyana’s

functions:

coastal Caribbean and interior indigenous cultures are
easygoing and relaxed, but it is critical that visiting

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

researchers follow official protocols for permitting

Oversees all research, development, and economic

and conduct themselves courteously and with utmost

activity centered on Guyana’s natural environment

respect for local customs and expectations. Research
permits must be arranged well in advance through EPA
(see below).
Note that any research conducted with or on
indigenous lands and communities must have the
free prior informed consent (FPIC) of the village
communities involved. This includes describing
research aims and methodology in a way that

and resources. Issues permits for all researchers
focused on Guyana’s flora, fauna and ecosystems.

Guyana Wildlife Conservation and
Management Commission (GWCMC)
Responsible for the protection, sustainable
management, and trade of Guyana’s wildlife.

is understood by communities; working with
and including local counterparts throughout the
research process; fair pay or compensation for local
counterparts for their services and expertise; and
making sure that the results of your research are

Protected Areas Commission (PAC)
Responsible for management and maintenance of
Guyana’s protected areas.

returned to the community in a timely manner. Many
indigenous communities have substantial experience
working with researchers. Your conduct will heavily
influence communities’ perceptions of researchers, so
it is imperative to put your best foot forward.

Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs (MOIPA)
responsible for enhancing the social, economic and
environmental well-being of indigenous peoples and
their lands, as well as preserving indigenous culture
and traditional knowledge. Issues required permits
to all researchers seeking to conduct activities on
indigenous titled lands.

Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC)
Oversees policy, laws and regulations pertaining to
Guyana’s state forest lands. Manages research and
conservation plans for state forest lands.

Karanambu-Foto Natura © GTA
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There are generally three steps required to initiate a

Note that a research permit is required for any

research permit application in Guyana:

research activity, including reconnaissance trips

1. Apply for a permit from EPA, and pay the
application fee, at least three months before
research is set to begin. All required forms can be
downloaded here: http://www.epaguyana.org/
epa/downloads/application-forms-for-research
2. Submit a letter of interest to the commission
overseeing the area where research will take place
(e.g., Guyana Forestry Commission, Protected
Areas Commission; see contact information
below).
3. If planning to work on indigenous titled lands,
written consent of the relevant village council is
required along with an application to the MOIPA.
This may require an advance trip to meet with
the relevant village council(s) and outline your
planned activities. Permission for reconnaissance
visits can be facilitated using the MOAA form on
the EPA website (link above). Your local partners
can advise you on whether MOIPA permission is
needed for a particular site.
If research involves the collection of dead flora and
faunal specimens/samples, you must contact the
national local repository, Centre for Study of Biological
Diversity (CSBD) at University of Guyana. At the
CSBD a verification process will occur after you return
from the field in order to facilitate the export permit
process. During the verification the Scientific Officers
from the CSBD will examine your specimens/samples
to ensure you have collected the specific taxa in the
allowable numbers in accordance in your EPA research
permit. In addition to this verification, a portion of your
specimens will be deposited at the CSBD once they
have been identified to species. If further work needs
to be completed on specimens out of the country
then the CSBD will liaise with you to repatriate these
specimens. Once the verification process has been
completed and everything is in order the CSBD will issue
a letter to the EPA to recommend an export permit.

and exploratory fieldwork. EPA generally requires
researchers to submit a report after each field season,
as well as copies of notes and other data collected
during fieldwork. Please honour these requirements.

Contact Information
EPA
Dr. Vincent Adams, Director
Phone: (592) 225-5467
Email: vadams@epa.org
GWCMC
Alona Sankar, Head of Guyana Wildlife Conservation
and Management Commission
Phone: (592) 223-0940
Email: wildlifemanagementauthority@gmail.com
PAC
Denise Fraser, Commissioner
Phone: (592) 227-1888
Email: denisef.pac@gmail.com
MOIPA
Phone: (592) 226-5167
Email: indigenousaffairsgy@gmail.com
GFC
Gavin Agard, Acting Commissioner
Phone: (592) 226-7271
Email: project.coordinator@forestry.gov.gy
Iwokrama
Dr. Raquel Thomas-Caesar, Director, Resource
Management and Training
Phone: (592) 225-1504
Email: rthomas@iwokrama.org
UG/CSBD
Gyanpriya Maharaj, Director of CSBD
Phone: (592) 222-2329
Email: gyanpriya.maharaj@uog.edu.gy
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Glittering-throated Emerald © Leon Moore

Guyana Tourism Authority
www.guyanatourism.com
info@guyanatourism.com
592-219-0094-6
#discoverguyana

@guyanadiscovered
@discoverguyana
@discoverguyana
@gotoguyana

