Guyana Tourism Authority conducts Sustainable Sports Fishing Training in Warapoka
- 10 persons trained in spin fishing and fly fishing
Georgetown, Guyana (June 6th, 2019): The Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA), in collaboration with
Rewa Eco-lodge, has successfully conducted three days of sport fishing training involving 10 residents of
Warapoka, Region 1, during the period of May 27th - 29th, 2019. Warapoka is one of the four
communities that are involved in community-led and owned tourism development through a partnership
between the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affair (MOIPA) and the Guyana Tourism Authority. The
GTA is committed to providing the relevant training programmes and assistance to prepare villages like
Warapoka to independently host travellers, following the lead of established community tourism
enterprises like Surama Eco-lodge and Rewa Eco-lodge.
Sustainable sport fishing is one of the key activities the members of the community highlighted as an
important add-on to the experience of Warapoka. With a tarpon hatchery and wide variety of other fish
species, the village will become an attractive destination for sport fishing enthusiasts. The purpose of this
particular training was to identify key individuals in an effort to further solidify their knowledge and
strengthen their capacity and competency in the best practices of catch and release sport fishing,
specifically spin and fly fishing.
The fishing grounds in Warapoka are rich in rare species of fish, making it a prime destination for sport
fishing. The much sought-after tarpon, lou lou and bashar fish species are just a few of the more exotic fish
that populate these waters. The community’s conservation efforts of fish stock and marine life will also
increase public awareness on biodiversity protection and management of marine life. Through the
community’s efforts sport fishing and, by extension, tourism in Guyana will see an increase in travellers
seeking out high quality fisheries as more tourism product becomes available develops.
GTA, in collaboration with Rewa Eco-Lodge, facilitated the necessary training needed to enhance the skill
sets of the already talented fisherfolk of Warapoka. Kamrul Baksh, GTA’s Senior Officer of Product
Development and Certification, along with Rewa’s top fishermen, Master Trainer Rovin Alvin and senior
tour guides Shun Alvin and Davis Edwards, all conducted the training sessions. These three individuals
from Rewa Eco-Lodge have been associated with sport fishing for more than five years and specialise in
fly and spin fishing.
Rewa has also agreed to engage the trainees in further training that will be planned and executed within the
coming months. The GTA will assist in procuring the knowledge, know-how and equipment needed by the
community to master the art of sport fishing and work with both Rewa, Warapoka, and local sport fishing
tour operators to develop itineraries for sport fishing packages in the area.

For more information, please visit www.guyanatourism.com, contact Nicola Balram at
nicola@guyanatourism.com, or call (592) 219-0093 or (592) 624-0410. Contact Rewa Eco-Lodge at
ecolodgerewa@gmai.com.

***
About the Guyana Tourism Authority: The Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA) is a semi-autonomous
governmental organisation responsible for developing and promoting sustainable tourism in Guyana
through collaboration with sister agencies and the tourism private sector in order to maximise local
socioeconomic and conservation outcomes and improve the visitors’ experience. The GTA is focused on
Guyana becoming recognised locally and internationally as a premier destination for protecting its natural
and cultural heritage, providing authentic experiences, and maximising local economic benefits. For more
information, visit www.guyanatourism.com or call (592) 219-0094.

